DUNCAN HUNTER, CALIFORNIA, CHAIRMAN
CURT WELDON, PENNSYLVANIA
JOEL HEFLEY, COLORADO

JIM SAXTON, NEW JERSEY

JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW YORK
TERRY EVERETT, ALABAMA
ROSCOE G. BARTLETT, MARYLAND
HOWARD P. “BUCK" McKEON, CALIFORNIA
MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS

JOHN N. HOSTETTLER, INDIANA
WALTER B. JONES, NORTH CAROLINA
JIM RYUN, KANSAS

JIM GIBBONS, NEVADA

ROBIN HAYES, NORTH CAROLINA
HEATHER WILSON, NEW MEXICO
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

ROB SIMMONS, CONNECTICUT

JO ANN DAVIS, VIRGINIA

ED SCHROCK, VIRGINIA

W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI

J. RANDY FORBES, VIRGINIA

JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA

JOE WILSON, SOUTH CAROLINA
FRANK A. LoBIONDO, NEW JERSEY
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

JEB BRADLEY, NEW HAMPSHIRE
ROB BISHOP, UTAH

MICHAEL TURNER, OHIO

JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA
CANDICE S. MILLER, MICHIGAN
PHIL GINGREY, GEORGIA

MIKE ROGERS, ALABAMA

TRENT FRANKS, ARIZONA

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

U.S. PHouse of Representatives
MWaghington, DL 20515-6035

ONE HUNDRED EIGHTH CONGRESS

December 10, 2004

IKE SKELTON, MISSOURI

JOHN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROLINA
SOLOMON P. ORTIZ, TEXAS

LANE EVANS, ILLINOIS

GENE TAYLOR, MISSISSIPPI

NEIL ABERCROMBIE, HAWAII
MARTY MEEHAN, MASSACHUSETTS
SILVESTRE REYES, TEXAS

VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS

JIM TURNER, TEXAS

ADAM SMITH, WASHINGTON
LORETTA SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA
MIKE McINTYRE, NORTH CARQLINA
CIRC D. RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

ELLEN O. TAUSCHER, CALIFORNIA
ROBERT A. BRADY, PENNSYLVANIA
BARON P. HILL, INDIANA

JOHN B. LARSON, CONNECTICUT
SUSAN A. DAVIS, CALIFORNIA
JAMES R. LANGEVIN, RHOODE ISLAND
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

RICK LARSEN, WASHINGTON

JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE

JIM MARSHALL, GEORGIA
KENDRICK B. MEEK, FLORIDA
MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO, GUAM
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
TIM RYAN, OHIO

ROBERT S. RANGEL, STAFF DIRECTOR

The Honorable George W. Bush
President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Bush:

I am writing to you in your position as Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces
of the United States of America. Recently, as I am sure you are aware, troops serving in
Iraq brought the lack of armored vehicles, specifically HMMW Vs and other trucks, to the
attention of the Secretary of Defense. His response that ‘armor is not always a savior’
was disappointing, to say the least. Armor may not protect our troops from all the threats
they face in a complex combat environment, but it will reduce casualties. I know that is
your foremost goal, as it is ours in Congress.

Congress has provided additional resources for armor in the last defense
authorization and appropriations bills and in the supplemental spending bill. But we have
seen that units continue to feel they need to find creative ways to meet their armor needs.
Last December, community leaders and businesses in Jefferson City, Missouri, got
together to provide makeshift armor plating to the troops of the 428™ Transportation
Company. At that time I expressed my deep concern to the Secretary of the Army that
we were sending troops into harm’s way without the proper equipment. He assured me
that the Army would do all it could to properly equip our soldiers.

Now, a year later, companies such as Armor Holdings Inc, which supplies
armored vehicles and armor kits for unarmored vehicles, still have significant unused
manufacturing capacity. Other armor manufacturing companies are also saying they have
additional capacity as well. While the Department of Defense has increased procurement
of these items, it has not come close to taxing the production capability of the industry.
These assertions by companies make it difficult for us to understand where the backlog
is. Since we have provided additional funds, why isn’t all of the available industrial



capacity being used? How are we energizing the industrial base to provide armor for the
full range of ground vehicles in the theater?

I know you share both my concern for the welfare of our troops and my belief that
when we commit troops to combat, we owe them the very best equipment. I urge you to
direct the Department of Defense to increase production of these armored vehicles and
armor kits to maximum capacity immediately, so that we can fully equip our brave men
and women serving in combat.

Sincerely

WNLL-

Ike Skelton
Ranking Democrat

cc: Honorable Duncan Hunter
Chairman
Committee on Armed Services



